
   

Parent Connections 

Wednesday September 12, 2018 

8:45-10:15am 

Sunset Ridge School 

 

District 29 Parent Connections fosters the social and emotional development of children  

by facilitating the sharing of information and resources, providing networking opportunities, 

 and offering mutual support for District parents and community members. 

 

 

Attendance: Stange, E.; Peterson, A.; Whittaker, T.; Clarke, S.; Sukenik, I.; Belian, G.; Damon, J.; 

McGarry, S.: Rhee, J.; Fitzgerald, S.; Rose, B.; Marinello, E.; Soukoulis, J.; Seth, S.; Murokh, C.; 

Challenger, L.; Sharma, M.; Waite, M.; Endre, K.; Crawford, S.    

 

Parent Connections General Introductions: Everyone present introduced themselves. We discussed 

 the evolution of Parent Connections which was started years ago, to deal with bullying and harassment. 

 It also focused on Character Education. Parent Connections provides a way for parents to connect with 

 other parents and the school. It is essentially a place for a free flow of communication in a safe 

 environment. Its existence is to help parents in the district. 

 

Topic(s) of the Day:  

 

Strategic Plan Goals and Objectives – Parent Connections involvement in Plan goals; District 

 Committees (opportunities for parental involvement in decision-making). A hand-out was given to the 

 group and discussion followed. There was concern over parent disconnects from the survey results. We 

 briefly discussed athletic programs, competitive versus non-competitive and meeting the needs of 

 learners. Strategic Plan areas for future analysis; where do parents want to give input and are there 

 people who want to give input?  

 

District SEL updates. We discussed at length SEL Programming. Specifically, how to better integrate 

 SEL Programs in District 29. We now have #D29 Connect! The SEL committee has looked at 

 Communities as well as other boxed programs. #D29Connect pertains to both schools and focuses on 

 relationships between: student to student, student to teacher, teacher to teacher and student to 

 community. At Sunset Ridge, this will hopefully be achieved through: 1. Foundations, 2. Social Justice, 

 3. Colleague to Colleagues, 4. Service Leagues and 5. Community Education. CHAMPS will focus on 

 classroom behavior, and Foundations will focus on the whole school. Service Leagues is new at SRS 

 this year. SRS will have Empathy Ambassadors helping to make empathy more visible. Fourth and Fifth 

 Graders will again be participating in the NORA Project, which focuses on acceptance and honoring 

 difference. The question was asked, how do these components apply to Middlefork? The answer, these 

 programs are all developed according to suitability. Play Pods are one of the focuses of SEL at 

 Middlefork. There was also a question asked about the implementation of Service Leagues at SRS, and 

 the younger kids intermingling with older kids. The real concern was supervision. It was explained that 

 each Service League will have 2 Teacher Leaders, 8 staff members and at least 2 parents per group.  

  

District SEL Update: 

 

MF:  
 



SRS: The movie Angst will be shown at SRS both during the day and evening. It is a 

documentary about anxiety.  

 

 

District Updates (Ed Stange): We discussed PTO, and the direction it is headed this year. We touched 

on the Capital Improvement Project at Middlefork. We briefly discussed the new teachers and staff. 

Sunset Ridge School is the first Platinum Certified LEED School in Illinois! We also discussed a 

possible matching grant for playground equipment at Middlefork. 

 

District 29 Upcoming Events: 

 

 

PTO/Parent Connections:  

 

 

Parent University/Book Talks: 

 

 

Emerging Issues & Topics: There was discussion about recent events in the parking lot. Feedback from 

the group was solicited. Concerns were also raised about the overcrowding of the bike racks and 

children not wearing bike helmets. Teachers should be setting a good example, by using the crosswalks. 

Obviously safety is the number one priority. Someone inquired about why the police were at the school 

during Friday’s dismissal. They were there as a result of a previous accident in the parking lot. 

Unfortunately, the police can’t write tickets on school property. We also discussed a concern about the 

term “that is so autistic’ being used by some of the kids. 

 

 

Family Service Night: 

 

Next Parent Connections Meeting October 4, 2018 

 


